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half of the cordillera except where it fronts the coastal edge
in the Atherton Plateau and the ranges behind Maryborough
The whole seaboard in its drowned valley harbours and
barrier reefs bears the marks of a great sinking mo\ement
m \\hich probably Tasmania was cut off from the mainland
3   The Central Lowlands
The central depression between the eastern and \\estern
highlands is one of the largest expanses of true plain country
m the world* It comprises a series of shallow drainage basins
stretching from the Gulf of Carpentaria to the Southern
Ocean and from the Darling Downs to the west of Lake
Eyre—a great expanse covering almost a third of the con
tment The plains north of Lake E} re are built of sediments
deposited in an ancient sea \\hich mav once have completely
divided the continent Part of the area drains north into the
shallow basin kno\vn as the Gulf of Carpentaria but the
major portion belongs to the inland drainage system of Lake
Eyre. The Great Artesian Basm so called from the presence
of subterranean water upon which* the region is dependent
occurs in the north eastern part of the Central Basm A
second basin lies in the south eastern elbow of the Great
Divide and drains away through the wide plain of the
Murray and Darling Rrvers and an old raised sea bed which
lies between the confluence and the sea Hence it is kno\vn
as the Murray Darling Basm
A. minor highland system that is nevertheless of much
economic importance lies to the west of the Murray Darlmg
Basin and is separated from the south east corner of the
Western Plateau by the Great Rift Valley of South Australia
in which lie Spencer Gulf and Lake Torrens This system
is known as the South Australian Highlands which ends to
the north in the Flinders Range and to the south m Kangaroo

